
The Pilg rim’s Progress 
Chapter 1: Christian Begins His Journey, Part 2 



Introduction 

• Last week we noted the importance of the 
correspondence theory of truth (i.e., holding a 
truth that corresponds to reality) regarding 
our beliefs about this world and sin. 

• Q: Which theological or philosophical 
framework corresponds most accurately to 
what we know about the world? 

• What (really) is this world? What is sin?  



Introduction 

• As we make our way through the story, ask 
yourself if Bunyan’s extended metaphor about 
the gospel of Jesus Christ conforms to what 
you know about the world and human 
experience. 

• Does his vision of the Christian life conform to 
the Scriptures and to what you know and 
experience in your own life?  



Introduction 

“Facts are totally unforgiving. 
Facts are what we run into 

when we are wrong.” 
- Dallas Willard  

 



The Structure of Pilgrim’s Progress 

City of 
Destruction 

Crossing the 
River 

Justification 
An act of God’s free grace unto sinners 

Sanctification 
A work of God’s grace 

Salvation 

First Part Second Part 



Soteriology 

• The word soteriology is from the Greek word 
sotería, meaning deliverance, preservation, 
and salvation. It is found 45 times in the New 
Testament. 

• Sotería + logos means the study or doctrine of 
salvation. 



Soteriology 

Dr. Charles Hodge (1797-1878), the principal of 
Princeton Theological Seminary from 1851 to 
1878, wrote: “Under this head [soteriology] are 
included God’s purpose and plan in relation to 
the salvation of men; the person and work of 
the Redeemer; and the application of that work 
by the Holy Spirit to the actual salvation of the 
people of God.” Bunyan’s work is about the 
latter. 

 



The Ordo Salutis 

• The redemptive work of Christ is known as 
objective soteriology. 

• The application of that redemption to sinners 
is called subjective soteriology.  

• The ordo salutis is the “Way of Salvation.” 
• It “describes the process by which the work of 

salvation, wrought in Christ, is subjectively 
realized in the hearts and lives of sinners” 
(Berkhof). 
 
 



The Ordo Salutis 

• The issues with which we are dealing are that 
of logical order and causation. 

• “There are some of the relations between 
different aspects of the application that are 
set, whereas, with others there seems to be a 
great deal of variety. This variety is due both 
to the great differences in our needs, and to 
the wideness of God’s grace to meet our 
need” (Dr. Morton Smith). 
 



The Ordo Salutis 

• Calling 

• Regeneration 

• Faith & Repentance 

• Justification 

• Adoption 

• Sanctification 

• Glorification 

 

 



The Ordo Salutis 

“When we speak of an ordo salutis, we do not 
forget that the work of applying the grace of 
God to the individual sinner is a unitary process, 
but simply stress the fact that various 
movements can be distinguished in the process, 
that the work of the application of redemption 
proceeds in a definite and reasonable order, and 
that God does not impart the fullness of His 
salvation to the sinner in a single act” (Berkhof). 



Pilgrim’s Progress & the Ordo Salutis 

• In the first part of Pilgrim’s Progress, then, 
Bunyan does not present salvation as a 
momentary decision, but uses many 
metaphors to explore the richness of Divine 
grace as it should be known and 
comprehended. 

• From the City of Destruction to the Cross, we 
see the magnificent beauty of God’s grace in 
its various details. 



CHRISTIAN & HIS FAMILY 



Christian’s Interaction with Family 

• He warned his family that they would be 
destroyed unless some way of escape could be 
found. 

• He prayed for them and felt compassion for 
them 

• They hardened their hearts against him and 
refused to listen to him. 

• He ran away from his home and family and 
refused to look back. 
 



The Demands of the Gospel 

“If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his 
own father and mother and wife and children 
and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own 
life, he cannot be My disciple. Whoever does 
not carry his own cross and come after Me 
cannot be My disciple” (Luke 14:26-27). 



CHRISTIAN & EVANGELIST 



Characteristics of Evangelist 

• He actively seeks out Christian and is fully 
available to him. 

• He has prepared himself to be Christian’s 
guide (I Peter 3:15-16). 

• He engages Christian with introductory, 
penetrating questions in order to understand 
how to help him spiritually. 

• He does not withhold the truth from Christian. 

 



Topheth 

Evangelist. “Why do you not want to die, 
since this life is filled with so many evil 
things?”  
 

The man answered, “Because I fear that 
this burden on my back will cause me to 
sink lower than the grave, and I will fall 
into Topheth. 



Topheth 

• Topheth is derived from a Hebrew word 
meaning “to spit out,” then the thing or 
person on which one spits. That thing then 
becomes the “object of deepest abhorrence” 
(Keil and Delitzsch). 

• Jeremiah speaks of Topheth as a place where 
the Israelites sacrificed their own children to 
Molech by burning them in the fire (II Kings 
21:6).   



Topheth 

• In Jeremiah 7:30-34, the Lord promises to 
devastate Jerusalem and Judah. The name of 
the valley would be changed from Ben Hinnon 
to Slaughter because, during God’s judgment, 
this valley would be the place where the 
inhabitants would be killed by the enemy and 
their carcasses eaten by the beasts and birds. 

• The judgment came upon the Israelites just as 
God promised (Lam. 4:10). 



Bunyan & Topheth 

• Bunyan wrote: “Because I fear that this 
burden on my back will cause me to sink lower 
than the grace, and I will fall into Topheth.” 

• He conveys an image of a place of punishment 
for the wicked after death – the place of 
eternal fire (hell, Gehenna). 

• Christian does not want to die, because he has 
no solution for the burden on his back and is 
rightly terrified that he will be condemned. 



The Wicket-Gate & the Light 

• Wicket-Gate: “Enter by the narrow gate; for 
the gate is wide, and the way is broad that 
leads to destruction, and many are those who 
enter by it. For the gate is small, and the way 
is narrow that leads to life, and few are those 
who find it” (Mt. 7:13-14). 

• “The gate itself, the very way of entering into 
this life, is a narrow one” (Lloyd-Jones). 



Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

“We are told at the very outset of this 
way of life, before we start on it, that 
if we would walk along it there are 
certain things which must be left 
outside, behind us. There is no room 
for them, because we have to start by 
passing through a strait and narrow 
gate. I like to think of it as a turnstile. 
It is just like a turnstile that admits 
one person at a time and no more.  



Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

“And it is so narrow that there are 
certain things which you simply 
cannot take through with you. It is 
exclusive from the very beginning, 
and it is important that we should 
look at this Sermon in order to see 
some of the things which must be 
left behind.” 

Wicket-Gate 



The Wicket-Gate & the Light 

• The shining light is the Word of God. 

• “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for 
my path” (Psalm 119:105). 

• “And we have the prophetic word made more 
sure, to which you do well to pay attention as 
to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day 
dawns and the morning star arises in your 
hearts” (II Peter 1:19). 



Questions for Reflection 

• Have you ever experienced true 
conviction for sin? 

• Have you been willing to 
forsake all in order to be in a 
relationship with God through 
faith in Jesus Christ? 

• What light have you been 
given? 

• What was your experience at 
the wicket-gate? 
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